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2009 

Calendar of Events       

Christmas Luncheon,                                  

Epicurean Restaurant                      

4431 W. Roosevelt, Hillside  

Happy to See you Luncheon          

Travelers Rest,                            

Dade City, Florida.  

Valentines Luncheon                     

Starved Rock, IL                                    

SP Lodge Restaurant.  

ñSpring Flingò Luncheon                                                 

White Pines, SP Lodge Rest . 

ñRockford Flyinò,                                  

Rockford, IL. Airport.  

Caravan to Madison  

Family Rally,  Thomson          

Causeway, Thomson, IL  

Hobo Rally                                                  

Activity Location TBA  

Thanksgiving                       

Installation Rally                   

Lee County Fairgrounds  

Lee county Fairgrounds                 

Amboy, TBA  

January 27         

12 Noon  

Dec. 6              

12 Noon  

Feb. 7             

12 Noon  

March 7          

12 Noon  

April 24/26  

June 5/7  

Mystery Rally,                  

TBA  

July 23/26  

Aug. 7/9           

TBA  

Sept. 25/27   

Time TBA  

Oct. 23/25       

Time TBA  

June TBA  

First Vice President  Message. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Dixon # 4122  

 ________________ 
Importance of Participation and Support  
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   President:  Norm White                                          

Editor:  Martha Clark                           

www.wbcci.org  

Amboy, IL Home of  Northern Illinois  

ñHillbilly Havenò                     

Region 5 Rally, Brandenburg, 
Sept. 16/20  

I  am happy to be able to serve the club as Vice President this year and 

President next year. The VP year is one of much planning for the upcoming year's 

programs as well as supporting the current president and his program. It has been 

10 years since my husband, Dwight was president and I was First Lady. Many peo-

ple and things have changed, but some things remain the same. We are reviewing 

where we have been and where we are potentially going, to see what needs to be 

changed to meet our current and potential membersô needs and wants. I need to 

hear from you the members as to the kinds of events and rally locations you de-

sire for next year. You may contact me via e -mail at dwightdixon@yahoo.com   or 

phone me at (815) 344 -1375 or you may reach me via ñsnail mailò my home ad-

dress is 5009 Lake Dawnwood Dr, Johnsburg, IL 60050. You may contact me by 

any other means you desire, but I do need to hear from you.   

Amboy  
Chicago  

Our Christmas luncheon was a marvelous success. Fifty - two members 

attended, of which 9 members were from the former Midwest Unit. I 

invite them to join our unit as regular members. Everyone present con-

tributed to the fun and fellowship we enjoyed ða fine start for the Christ-

mas season. The highlight of the afternoon, however, was the installation of Carol 

Dixon as First Vice President, as was the 45th Anniversary celebration of the unit.   

Our next gathering will be at Starved Rock restaurant in Peru, IL. We have never 

been there as a unit for lunch but it is a wonderful restaurant set in a lodge that 

takes you back in time. (See details in the previous newsletter).  

Sharon and I are also looking forward to the ñSpring Flingò Luncheon with you at 

the White Pines Lodge restaurant in Oregon, IL.  It too will be a unique and a de-

lightful experience. (For details see page two).  

We also will begin to think about the April Rally at the Lee County Fairgrounds in 

Amboy ðthe beginning of our summer travel season. It is that wonderful time of the 

year when we bring our Airstream out of storage. (For details see page two).  

We have added an additional Rally to our regular ñRally Scheduleò. It will be a Labor 

day Rally at the wonderful Goyke farm. More information will be available later.  

For those planning to attend the Family Rally at Thomson Causeway, should reserve 

a location on the River Birch Loop for August  seventh thought the ninth. You can 

either go to http://www.recreation.gov  or call (877) 444 -6777   

Thank you for the wonderful time we had to together at the Christmas Luncheon. 

Hope to see you at Starved Rock Lodge.  

 

http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
http://www.recreation.gov


Northern Illinois Unit Office  

 

President , Norm White #5840 

(312) 497-1819, 

 nswhite5840@gmail.com 

 

First Vice President , 

Carol Dixon #4122                                     
(815) 344 -1375                                       
dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

 

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

 

Secretary , Anita Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141, 

 robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

 

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, 

 kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

 

Immediate Past President , 

Bob Whitesell #1775 

(773)286-8278,  

whitesellrobert@yahoo.com      

 

Northern Illinois Trustees  

 

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 years 

(815)874-3307,  

kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

 David Clark , #3137, 2 years 

(773)761-0998,  

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Wayne Kortum ,  #25613, 3 years      

(708)331-7296 

 

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year 

(847)548-0141 

 robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Joe Rodgers , #2783, 2 year              

(815)539-7040, 

 scotty1@theramp.ne 

 

Dick DeHahn #1188, 3 years                                   

(815) 235-3906                                          

rldehahn@ionthenet,com 

 

Newsletter Editor ð Martha Clark  

clarkooij@aol.com                                

www.holland1.org 

Webmaster ð Dwight Dixon  

http:// northernilllinois.wbcci.net/

dwightdixon@yahoo.com  
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 Editorõs Note. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  By Martha Clark #3137    
________________ 
Good Communication Opens Possibilities  

Due to member retention and recruiting concerns I recently questioned, how I 

could expand the possibilities for the newsletter to have a positive effect on retention of 

membership and recruitment of new members. Region 5 Newsletter Editor, Bill Shrader pro-

vided an encouraging reason to give this effort a serious try.  

At the Region 5 Board Meeting, Bill Shrader requested in his committee report, that he be 

authorized to mail the Region 5 Newsletter to Members at Large (MAL). Billôs rationale was to 

have a year long experiment to see if by sending the newsletter communication with MaL 

members would improve and thus enhance the member retention rate ð Region 5 Board 

members approved the experiment.  

Bill Shrader also stated the specific purpose of a Newsletter ðñNewsletters have a two-fold 

purpose: First and foremost it is a communication tool to disseminate information [to mem-

bers] relating to Officers, Staff and Committee Chairs. Second, it is a permanent record of 

activities.ò WBCCI websites, unit or otherwise are also effective tools for communication.   

What can we do as a unit to retain or recruit members through the use of the newsletter? I 

suggest to have the best newsletter possible and advertise that newsletter on the unit Web-

site as a way to reach browsers ð non members ð they may like what they see and decide to 

become members. Could we also possibly send our newsletters to local MAL members as our     

experiment? Will it make a difference ? I don't know, but why not try and find out?  

Good communication open possibilities beyond imagine  

           ___________________________________________________________________  

Region 5 News . . . . . . . . . . . . . Region 5 Newsletter Editor, Bill Shrader # 283                                          

_________________________ 

 

Membership Brochure available for Region 5 Units  

A t the region 5 Annual Meeting last September 

at Brandenburg, KY the concept of a Region 5 

Membership brochure was discussed and vari-

ous alternatives included.  

A brochure produced by the Region and given 

to the Units was considered.  

In the end it was decide the best alternative 

would be to take the tri - fold brochure already 

developed by Dan Kachele of the Central Indi-

ana Unlt and make it available to other Units.  

The Southern Indiana Unit received the bro-

chure on a disk in Publisher format and made a 

few modifications to make it a Southern Indi-

ana Unit document. This included changing 

three pictures on one fold, modifying the cou-

pon and adding the Southern Indiana Unit 

name.                                                       

The other side of the brochureéNeed Help? 

Places to Go? And Things to Do?, was used 

unchanged from what Kachele had developed. 

The brochures were printed on 112# card stock 

and distributed to members of the Unit to be 

handed to Airstream owners who arenôt WBCCI 

members. Three options are available.   

1.  A disk with the brochure in Microsoft Pub-

lisher can be sent to the Units to be modi-

fied as the Unit desires.  

2.  If the Unit doesn't have access to Pub-

lisher, it can send changes it would like to 

have made to Bill Shrader 

(bshrad500@aol.com)  who will create a 

brochure for the Unitôs approval and then 

make a disk in pdf format that the Unit can 

use to print copies.  

3.  If the Unlit would prefer to have the bro-

chure printed for them follow the proce-

dures in No.2 and the Brochure will be  

printed at a cost of $35 per 100.  

A note from your editor: I use Microsoft Pub-

lisher for the Unit Newsletter. Like the Indiana 

Unit we too can create a fine membership bro-

chure that reflects our unit well, contact me if 

interested at clarkooij@aol.com  

mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
mailto:robert.koch@worlnet.att.ney
mailto:kiltiecontra@msn.com
mailto:kiltircontra@msn.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
http://www.holland1.org
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com


Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Membership  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

 

 

The following positions are 

open.  If you are interested in 

assuming responsibilities for 

any of these positions, please 

contact Norm White, President.  

¶ Chaplain  

¶ Ethics & Grievance  

¶ Family & Youth  

¶ Parliamentarian  

¶ Recruiting  

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Publicity  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 
(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Caravan  

Carol Dixon #4122                           

(815) 344-1375                                 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Whitesell #1775                         

(773) 286-8278 

whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 

 

Historian  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 
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NIU Committee Chairs  
 

 

Every time we come home from our travels I 

write about our journey, what we saw, where 

we have been, and I write about people we 

meet. This time however, I wanted to write 

about what traveling means to me and what it 

means to my husband, David. I hope that my 

musings inspires . 

Traveling for us is like falling in love again and 

again with the experiences that travel brings. 

We particularly like traveling because it tran-

scend you out of ordinary times and sets you in 

a world apart, a world were wonder blooms and 

curiosity is fed. It provides real life information 

and experiences, you become a participating 

character and the main protagonist in a book 

you write; it is an incredibly unique stage for 

opportunities to meet people who represent so 

many cultural particularities living peacefully 

together as Americans.  

Travel, influences and changes how we think 

and who we are and what we become. From my 

personal experiences having come to America 

from Europe as an adult, I know that traveling 

imparts an ongoing evolution of becoming less 

ethnocentric in our opinions and prejudices of 

others and their surroundings and aim to under-

stand. Meeting people different from yourself I 

find can stretch your imagination and invigo-

rates the mind beyond our believed capabilities. 

It is every reason why we have traveled for so 

many years (49). Travelling is a gift of becom-

ing fuller and better informed human beings. 

Forty ïnine years later David and I are lucky to 

still have this love affair with traveling --  we still 

feel the same excitement every time we leave 

for the vast open road --  starting a new book.  

Belonging to the WBCCI for the past three years 

has opened a different dimension to our experi-

ences. Meeting people with the same love for 

travel and Airstreams. The fellowship, the help 

and support, the friends you develop throughout 

our country and Canada. It gave us opportuni-

ties to attend wonderful rallies i.e., The Sara-

sota Rally in Florida, the St. Augustine Rally in 

Florida, Sugar Creek Rally in Ohio, The Maple 

leave Rally in Pennsylvania, camping at Penn 

Wood was a marvelous experience, great peo-

ple, great campground. Our first caravan to 

Perry, Georgia, what a unique experience, and 

to see so many Airstreams together at the In-

ternationals in Perry and again in Bozeman was 

a wonderful mind expanding experience. I must 

add that anything, everything, little or big be-

comes interesting and adventurous when it is 

shared with the right person or persons. I am 

blessed to have people in my life sharing in the 

experience travel brings. ðDavid, my family, 

and the WBCCI family. ñIf experience is the best 

teacherò than travel is the best experience.  

 
 Marthaõs Musings On Traveling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Martha Clark #3137    

_______________________________________   
Travel and Change Of Place Impart New Vigor To The Mind                                                                                                                                            

A fter being active members of the North-

ern Illinois Family for 30 years, Eugene 

and Pauline Campbell have decided to 

pass on their 1976 Airstream to their son, 

Allen in Texas. During their 30 years with 

the club, they have held the position of 

treasurer and recording secretary and 

enjoyed many local, regional and Interna-

tional rallies.  

They wanted Allen to get off to a good 

start, so they had the brakes and wheels 

serviced and a new set of tires put on the 

27 foot trailer, before they sent it on its 

1500 mile trip to San Antonio, TX. Itôs the 

first time a truck, rather than a car, 

pulled the Airstream home.  

Pauline said ñAllen and Rita, are delighted 

with their new Airstreamò. We wish them 

many years of Airstream Fun, Fellowship 

and Adventure.  

                  _________________  

Long Term Members Retire From the Unit . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Dixon #4122 

 __________________________                                                                                                                                          

Airstream  Trailer Passed On  

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Mydral  

mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:robert.koch@worldnet.att.net
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:robert.koch@worldnet.att.net
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com


òSpring Flingó Luncheon 

Saturday, March 7, 2009,  12 Noon, 

White Pines SP Lodge Restaurant                                                                                                                              

Oregon, IL                                                                                                                                                                             

Pay on your own.  

   Menu information can be found    http://www.whitepinesinn.com  

     Contact Norm White  at (312) 497-1819 or e-mail at   nswhite5840@gmail.com                                                        

Additional Information can be found at                                                                               

http://.www.whitepinesinn.com/lodge -restaurant/daily -menu.html.  

Those without Internet access call Norm White for information                                                                      

(312) 497-1819 
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Lee County Fairground at Amboy  

April 26 ñ27, 2009 

Activities to be announced  

Call President Norm White for information at  

(312) 497 ð 1819 

òFamily Rallyó at Thomson Causeway 

August 7ñ9, 2009 

For Reservations Contact                                                                                                              

Thomson Causeway at                                                                                                                          

http://www.recreation.gov                                                                                                                                                                               

or call (877) 444-6777                                                                                                                                       

Reserve sites 80 thru 90 in the River Birch Loop (RIVE)                                                                       

Make reservation starting February 5, 2009  (not sooner)                                            

Attention:     An Extra Rally will be held on Labor Day weekend at the                                                                                                     

Joan and Ron Goyke Farm in Goodland, Indiana (information will be provided)  
 

http://www.whitepinesinn.com/lodge-restaurant/daily-menu.html
mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
http://www.whitepinesinn.com/lodge-restaurant/daily-menu.html
http://www.recreation.gov
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Christmas Luncheon . . . . . . . .  . . . . . Editor, Martha Clark #3237                                       

Host and Hostess Norm and Sharon White  

If you like to join this unique group --                                   -- Sharing the Spirit of Friendship                     

Please contact NIU Membership Director Robert Koch at (847) 548 -0141 or robert.koch@worldnet.att.net.  

W hile the weather presented itself with a lot of wind sweeping the cold air and snow 

about, the atmosphere at the Epicurean Restaurant in contrast was filled with 

warmth and friendship ðit seemed extra cozy and intimate inside. In this cocooned 

environment, protected from the cold, we celebrated not only Christmas, but also 

our 45th Unit Anniversary, and the installation of our First VP Carol Dixon.  

Fifty - two members shared in the celebration of which nine members were of the 

former Midwest Unit ðmembers we certainly welcome to join the Northern Illinois 

Unit, they will be a wonderful asset. Also new members Hal and Cynthia Whitney 

joined us, it is always good to have new members participate.  

Before lunch President Norm White conducted a short meeting to elect our new First 

Vice President Carol Dixon. David Clark approved the motion to accept her and Bill 

Evans seconded it. Every one present voted for Carol and she received a big ap-

plause. After lunch Carol was installed by Immediate Past President Bob Whitesell. 

NIU members appreciated that she came forward to take on the challenges that will 

come with her new position. We have no doubt that she will rise to the occasion and 

will have the support of the membership.  

The restaurant had a wonderful European feel. Certainly the Hungarian violinist and 

accordion player added to that feeling. The food served was family style and was 

Hungarian with a strong American influence.  

The tables were decorated appropriately for the celebration. First Lady Sharon White 

provided lovely Christmas houses as table decorations with lights inside. At the end 

of lunch these lovely decorations were given to those whose last name began with 

the highest first letter of the alphabet ðon our table Bill Evans and David Clark won 

the decorations ðthese gifts will enhance the home very nicely.  

We all went home with a fine and a happy Christmas spirit. It was a wonderful cele-

bration with our Northern Illinois family. Also, as many of you may know, Sandy 

Whitesell finished her journey of cancer treatment ð she doesnôt have to see the 

doctor for another 3 months!! So much for which to be grateful and so much to cele-

brate. Norm and Sharon White were the gracious host and hostesses.   

 

2009  

Region 5                                    

Calendar of Events  

Feb. 19  Region 5 dinner. Florida 

State Rally. 5 PM  United 

Methodist Church, Sara-

sota, Florida.  

April 26/             

May 17  

Springtime in Kentucky 

National Caravan  

June 29  Region 5 Luncheon.         

International Rally,      

Madison, Wis.  

Sept. 13 - 15  Region 5 Computerfest 

Rally Meade County Fair-

grounds, Brandenburg, KY 

Sept. 16 - 20  ñHillbilly Havenò Region 5 

Annual Rally. Meade 

County fairgrounds,   

Brandenburg, KY.  

A violinist entertains unit members ðMary Lantivit, Judy 

Harrison, Bill Evans, David Clark, Lil and Wayne Kortum.  

Carol Dixonôs installation as First Vice President created a festive 

atmosphere. Seen here with President Norm White, Immediate Past 

President, Bob Whitesell, and PP, Dwight Dixon, Carolôs husband. 


